
Name Contact Info. Representation Date 

Emma 
Queen 

Pond Cottage 
Wennington Road 
Wennington 
Cambs 
Pe28 2ly 
07545845602 
emmacqueen@hotmail.com 

Objecting on the basis that my children were awake crying because they couldn’t sleep 
with the level of noise last summer and this will make it so much worse. It’s completely 
inconsiderate of the lives and wellbeing of the people who live here. 

29 March 
2023 

Daisy 
Smallpage 

8  Dove House Wood, Abbots 
Ripton 
Huntingdon 
Cambridgeshire 
PE28 2PR 
07593594431 
daisy.smallpage@gmail.com 

As a villager with a young family, whose children (4 &amp; 2yo) attend both Abbots 
Ripton Primary School and Daisies Nursery, I find the prospect of this planning 
permission very unsettling for a number of reasons. The noise pollution, especially during 
the warm months when windows are open, will mean my children can’t sleep (we’re a 
rural village so usually this is unacceptable!), there will be more traffic through the 
village (there is no safe/pride strain crossing across Station Rd) and there be an increase 
in unsocial behaviour (my mother who also lives alone in the village had a strange man 
on drugs in her garden after Mistress Mary last year!). Granting blanket permission for 
basically any event, inc all hours live music &amp; alcohol provision, does not feel like it’s 
in the best interest of villagers. 

29 March 
2023 

Matthew 
Smallpage 

8  Dove House Wood, Abbots 
Ripton 
Huntingdon 
Cambridgeshire 
PE28 2PR 
07972658072 
mattsmallpage@gmail.com 

As a villager with a young family, whose children (4 &amp; 2yo) attend both Abbots 
Ripton Primary School and Daisies Nursery, I find the prospect of this planning 
permission very unsettling for a number of reasons. The noise pollution, especially during 
the warm months when windows are open, will mean my children can’t sleep (we’re a 
quiet rural village so this is unacceptable!), there will be more traffic through the village 
(there is no safe/pedestrian crossing point across Station Rd) and there will likely be an 
increase in unsocial behaviour (my mother who also lives alone in the village had a 
strange man on drugs in her garden after Mistress Mary last year). Granting blanket 
permission for basically any event, closer than ever to the core village population, inc all 
hours music &amp; alcohol provision, does not feel like it’s in the best interest of 
villagers. 

30 March 
2023 

Alyson 
Cheng 

21  Church Road 
Warboys 
PE28 2RJ 

This is an unlimited licence in that any number of events could occur throughout the 
year. Residents in the surrounding villages have the right to the quiet enjoyment of their 
homes. Should this licence be granted, noisey events would be able to be held without 

31.03.2023 
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07977268547 
sting.gallons.0i@icloud.com 

limit during the summer months when residents in Abbots Ripton and the surrounding 
villages would reasonably expect to enjoy their gardens. I do not object to occasional 
events but this is without limit, and therefore would be a public nuisance. I also object to 
the lack of transparency regarding this application. This application has an impact on 
those living within Warboys, Blunham, Bluntisham, Old Hurst; to name a few of the 
villages affected. The council should be making the communities that could potentially 
be affected by this aware of the application so they can comment. In the past, licences 
have been sought for individual events at this postcode and that is how it should 
continue. These are major events causing disruption which need to be controlled 
responsibly. 

Susan 
Redmond 

5  Rectory Farm Close 
Abbots Ripton 
Huntingdon 
Cambs 
PE28 2LJ 
01487773873 
07774602069 
sue.redmond@btinternet.com 

No organisation should be given permission for such vague proposals. Not only should 
the lives of everyone living in the surrounding area - most of them conservation areas - 
need to be respected but also the impact on local services and the environment. 

31 March 
2023 
 
 

Kevin 
Duban 

9  Dovehouse Wood 
Abbots Ripton 
Pe28 2pr 
07475281845 
Kjduban@yahoo.com 

I object to this application as the extended footprint, hours and alcohol service will 
creatw further public nuisance in our village during the summer. 

01 April 2023 

Janna 
Duban 

9  Dovehouse Wood 
Abbots Ripton 
Pe28 2pr 
07508045014 
Kevinandjanna@gmail.com 

3. Prevention of public nuisance- the noise pollution will significantly increase. Please do 
not share phone number and email. 

01 April 2023 

Steve 
Davies 

3  Home Farm Close 
Abbots Ripton 
Huntingdon 
Cambridgeshire 

- Firstly, I am very much a supporter of the estate (trading in this instance as 
Backwoodsman Ltd) using its land to generate additional income, especially if this avoids 
any further housing development and expansion of the village. - I would therefore be 
supportive of this licence provided it doesn’t impinge on our privacy and cause any 
nuisance to our daily lives. - But as someone diagnosed with a disability - Autism 

10 April 2023  



PE28 2PT 
07900 227767 
steve@fitchmedia.com 

Spectrum Disorder (ASD), noise pollution from the existing Secret Garden Party (SGP) 
festival is already intolerable and forces me to make significant changes to my life to deal 
with its impact (travel away from home, wear noise cancelling headphones, avoid the 
outdoors, and increase my sleep medication). I see no accommodations by the license 
applicant to either consult with vulnerable or affected people, nor to mitigate its impact. 
- I also see no mention in the licence application of any activity that extends outside the 
festival and event boundaries, and yet in previous years activities usually include both 
fireworks and overhead stunt plane displays. This is both a visual and auditory 
disturbance for people with sensory processing disorders and for pets, while presenting a 
fire risk within a village of mainly thatched houses. - It is worrying to note that our parish 
council, as our elected representatives, were not made aware of these plans prior to 
their submission nor were the plans made public before the statutory posting of planning 
notices. This suggests bad faith by the applicant and implies a lack of interest on their 
impact to the village community. - I therefore object to this licence on the grounds of 
public nuisance and the likelihood that its impact will not be taken seriously or mitigated 
proactively by the applicant. 

Elaine 
Davies  

3  Home Farm Close 
Abbots Ripton 
Huntingdon 
Cambridgeshire 
PE28 2PT 
07968596330 
Elaine_davies@hotmail.com 

As a parishioner of over 23 years, we have become accommodating to the SGP and such 
events, and whilst appreciative and supportive of the estate deriving non-farming 
income generation from their land, the impact of these events on the conservation 
village and its residents has increased over time. The result is increased noise nuisance 
upon us as residents and reduction in our privacy, and therefore, for this new licence 
application it should not be allowed to further increase this adversity and intrusion on 
the residents. Additional monitoring and accountability, if affordable, would sadly be 
necessary as the estate or their acting agents have historically shown little regard for 
good-will between neighbours. Last year was an exceptionally dry and hot year with high 
risk of fires, and indeed Cambridgeshire saw numerous sudden field and haystacks fires. I 
voiced my genuine concern and alarm along with other parishioners that the SGP should 
urgently review their plans. However, they continued with their fireworks and overhead 
planes/ fireworks display without listening or considering the increased risk to properties 
and residents. As land owners with their own tinder-dry stubble fields (and thatched 
properties like many residents) this was unbelievable, and completely reckless and 
irresponsible. I object to this licence on the grounds of public nuisance and the likelihood 
that its impact will not be taken seriously or mitigated proactively by the applicant. 

10 April 2023  



Malcolm 
Lowes 

Malcolm Lowes 
The Hawthorns 
Ramsey Road 
Kings Ripton 
Cambs 
PE28 2NW 
07785 508217 
malcolmlowes@icloud.com 

I am writing with regard to the licensing application by Backwoodsman Ltd, number 
05444101 to stage events on the Abbotts Ripton Estate. 
I am a resident of Kings Ripton, a village that borders the site to the east.  Generally 
speaking, I don’t mind events being held at the site and I certainly wouldn’t object to 
more small ones.  I like to visit them myself on occasion and see that they can bring 
benefit to the estate as well as the local area. 
However, the estate has held some large annual events in the past and these have 
adversely affected the lives of those in our village, particularly through excessive noise at 
night and traffic congestion before and after the event.  My other concern is from 
strangers wandering through the village often when large events disperse.  As I’m at the 
top of the village I’m one of the first houses that walkers come across and it’s not 
unknown to have people knock on my door asking for help, e.g. to charge their phone or 
use my phone.  It can be very worrying. 
Consequently I am objecting to this application as it is too open ended, ill-defined and 
vague allowing the organisers to stage almost any event at any time as often as they 
wish.  Furthermore the licence has no end date and therefore would become permanent. 
One example, to highlight my concern, is that the licence permits alcohol to be supplied 
7 days a week combined with the ability to play loud music 7 days a week; up until 4am 
at weekends.  While it may not be the organiser’s intention to stage a number of large 
events involving alcohol and loud music, the licence allows it and therefore is open to 
abuse.  I believe the application should be time bounded and much more specific about 
each type of event and the number of those events for which permission is being sought. 

09 April 2023  



Abigail 
and James 
Morgan 

abi.morgan203@me.com 
james.morgan1546@me.com 

 

08 April 2023 
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R. Carey-
Townsend 
 

rosngordon@gmail.com ‘my agreement to the objection which the application obviously requires clarification’ 
Please note: attached was the Objection above from Abigail and James Morgan 

09 April 2023  

Catherine 
Moulton  

Gillan  School Road 
Broughton 
Cambridgeshire 
PE28 3AT 
01487 822012 
moulton123@gmail.com 

Please do not post my Personal details on the publicly accessible Cambridgeshire City 
Council website. The Festival Conditions describe measures to be taken to limit Public 
Nuisance arising from noise and traffic associated with Festivals. The application also 
extends licensed use of the site to non-Festival Events of up to 19,999 people, which will 
not be subject to these measures. During past Festivals at this site Broughton has been 
subject to: - Excessive noise, when sound propagation conditions (temperature and wind 
direction) have been unfavourable - High levels of traffic, when traffic has not been 
adequately directed Broughton has narrow roads with limited turn visibility in the centre 
of the village, and weight-restricted bridges over the Bury brook. Routes through 
Broughton are unsuitable for high volumes of traffic, particularly during the summer 
when farm machinery further limits access. Signposting of Festivals has been variable, 
with some managed well and others less well, resulting in high levels of traffic through 
Broughton. Sound management has also been variable: some Festivals, such as We Out 
Here in 2022 have been well managed, with consideration given to propagation 
conditions during the event and use of relocatable monitoring equipment. Other 
Festivals have been held without consultation with Broughton residents, and have 
resulted in nuisance levels of noise in the village. I, therefore, request that the license 
not be granted without consideration being given to: 1. For all events, including Festivals: 
greater consideration of sound propagation conditions, and a requirement for 
relocatable sound monitoring equipment which can be moved to Broughton (and other 

11 April 2023 



villages) if conditions indicate that there is a risk of acceptable noise levels being 
exceeded in the village. 2. For all events, including Festivals: improved and consistent 
traffic direction, management and monitoring be applied, to ensure that site traffic (pre-
event, event and post-event) is limited to approved routes. 3. That some or all of the 
conditions listed as Festival-only, including traffic and sound management, be extended 
to all events to be held on the site, particularly those where larger numbers of attendees 
are expected or amplified music (live or recorded) is to be provided. 

Lesley and 
Jeffrey 
Castleton 

17 School Lane 
Kings Ripton 
Lesleyjeff@aol.com 
07703483518 
01487 773103 

We wish to formally object to the Premises Licence Application by Backwoodsman Ltd 
for Grange Farm Abbots Ripton.We feel the plans submitted seem very vague and in 
most comment boxes it looks like a simple copy and paste method has been used. On the 
dance section on the friday it says there is dancing until 0200 hrs but on the music 
section for the friday it says the music will stop at 0000 hrs so what are they dancing to?  
 
We have lived in Kings Ripton for 31 years and the only problems we have had is when 
there has been a festival on the Abbots Ripton Estate. We feel it is unacceptable to allow 
the music to be played during the night when people are trying to sleep. I believe at 
other Festivals the people going are supplies with headphones so after midnight there is 
no noise to disrupt the local villagers. Depending on the wind direction some years are 
worse than others.  One year I had my grandchilden sleeping over and they were woken 
by the sounds of the music in the early hours of the morning and then had difficulty 
getting back to sleep.  Another year it sounded as though the musiic was in the lane 
outside our house and I couldn't sleep until the music stopped around 5-6am.  I then had 
a days work to do doing a clients accounts so had to be careful mistakes werent made as 
I was very tired.  At that time I worked from home as an accountant. Most years we are 
troubled at some point by the music in the early hours and we shouldn't be expected to 
sleep with our windows closed to drown the noise out a bit.  For the last few years you 
have put monitors in our garden and hope they will be put there again this year. 
 
We also have to keep an eye out for people coming into the village from the festival as 
there have been burglaries and one neighbour woke up to find a man sprawled out in 
her garden, it makes us feel quite vulnerable and unsafe. After the festival is over and 
the footpaths are open again in the past we have found syringes and drug items just left 
lying on the side of the path. 

11 April 2023  
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We see that the permission is now for 7 days instead of the usual Thurs - Sunday, this is 
too long and unacceptable to expect villagers to put up with this and for 3 times a 
year.  Some villagers have even gone away in previous years to escape the noise. There is 
also the problem of traffic congestion, one year we had to get a pass to leave our village 
and be able to drive down Sapley Road and Kings Ripton Road to get our shopping, we 
have no shop in the village so we have no choice but to go out.  Our lives shouldn't be 
ruined by the fact there is a festival going on and we seem to be the only ones who are 
restricted and this shouldn't be. 
 
The village gets no benefits from these festivals and we feel its all getting too much. 

Hannah 
Carter 

Rectory Farm Cottage  Station 
Road 
Abbots Ripton 
Huntingdon 
Cambridgeshire 
PE28 2LE 
07384419136 
hkfreeman@hotmail.co.uk 

3. The prevention of Public Nuisance The premises license 268040 will cause disturbance 
to the local village through increased traffic and noise. The road networks in and around 
the village are already not up to standard for the level of traffic which already flows 
through the village on a daily basis. I appreciate the bigger festival events up to 20,000 
people have traffic management in place however this license will in effect allow 
Backwoodsman Ltd to run unlimited other smaller events which will not have the same 
structure and limits in place. As it has been confirmed by Backwoodsman Ltd that they 
are limited by the months they can hold events on the ground (wet weather and mud 
being an issue) this could result in there being events on in the spring/summer months 
with both traffic and noise in and out of the site most weekends. As residents of the 
village we understand that there are larger scale events which cause disruption (at least 
two weekends in the summer we cannot have our windows open at night due to the 
noise) but I do not believe it is fair to have an unlimited license for any other events they 
would also like to hold. 

12 April 2023 

Karen 
Gough 

5 Foxenfields 
Abbots Ripton  
Huntingdon  
Cambs  
PE28 2PW 
07850 885555 
karenag@live.co.uk 

I strongly object to the application based on the following: My home is situated very 
close to the site covered by this application. My property lies within a Conservation Area 
and backs on to beautiful countryside; I look forward to summertime when we can relax 
with family and friends in our tranquil garden. The land adjoining our property belongs to 
the de Ramsey estate. Over the years, we have unhappily learnt to live with the noise, 
nuisance and disturbance created by music festivals and other events during the summer 
months. On summer days, evenings and nights during these events we usually have to 
stay inside with the doors and windows closed to shut out the noise. On one occasion 

12 April 2023  



last year, we resorted to going away for the weekend in order to escape from the noise, 
this is an unacceptable situation. There have been times when the noise from these 
events was beyond belief . Many residents in our village and surrounding villages have 
been unable sleep for the duration of the festivals and our houses shook with the noise. 
It is difficult to accept there has been any effective sound control in place. In addition, a 
number of trees which previously provided a small degree of protection from noise have 
been felled locally in the last 12 months making the situation even worse. The 
application is for a continuous licence for all future festivals and events which will have a 
longer duration and a greater capacity. At weekends the noise will not finish until 4am 
the following morning. The proposal is for more festivals to be held, as many as 3-4 a 
year; there will clearly also be more events; the application is vague and unclear on this 
point. If a continuous licence is approved, there will be no control over how many 
festivals and events can be held. Generally, any activity involving increased numbers of 
people, vehicles, music and where alcohol and possibly other substances are involved, 
significantly increases the possibility of events becoming a public nuisance and 
significantly increases the risk of criminal and disorderly behaviour, which is not 
acceptable. This has been problem in previous years. It is unsettling and a matter of 
serious concern that noise levels and nuisance will increase if this application is granted. 
Why as homeowners should we have to tolerate it even more than we do now? At a 
recent parish council meeting attended by the applicant, it was clear there is little or no 
concern and a disregard for neighbours. There was no recognition of the concerns being 
raised and at no point was any compassion shown towards residents. From the plans 
submitted with the application there is also a fear that the applicant will extend the 
festival site closer to neighbouring residential properties. This is a particular concern in a 
family area. Families of all ages live here and many have young children who need to 
have established sleep patterns uninterrupted by noise, regardless of the days of the 
week. There is a serious risk that Abbots Ripton will be known as the place for festivals. It 
is highly questionable whether on balance this brings anything other than a negative and 
detrimental impact on local people. I urge you to refuse this application. It would be 
irresponsible to grant this license and doing so would open up further issues with 
environmental health, public nuisance and local disputes. 

Paul 
Humphrey 

3  Foxenfields 
Abbots Ripton 

Concerned about excessive noise making it impossible to sleep. 12 April 2023 



Cambridgeshire 
PE28 2PW 

Rosemary 
Humphrey  

3  Foxenfields 
Abbots Ripton 
Cambs 
PE28 2PW 

Sleep deprivation. Excessively loud noise was intolerable last year and the possibility of 
more events is not acceptable. 

12 April 2023 

Caroline 
Hannah 

2  Dovehouse Wood 
Abbots Ripton 
Nr Huntingdon 
Cambridgeshire 
PE28 2PR 
07767 792092 
carolinehannah@btinternet.com 

My husband and I would like to object to the license application. We believe that having 
3-4 festivals a year and an unlimited number of large daily events presents a genuine 
public nuisance to the parishioners of Abbots Ripton and Wennington. In terms of the 
festivals live and amplified music will be until 4am on a Sunday and Monday morning 
(section 10 of the application). Such hours of live and amplified music will be intolerable 
especially for the many parishioners who have to work with cumulative nights of little or 
no sleep. We also believe that the resulting light and noise pollution will be detrimental 
for the wildlife in the parish (especially the many owls). The local community have been 
relatively tolerant of the noise levels of the Secret Garden Party largely because it is a 
‘once a year’ event only. With this latest application it feels like the parishioners are 
having more festivals foisted upon them and they are having to endure more noise 
nuisance at antisocial hours. The Human Rights Act of 1998 states that ‘Every natural or 
legal person is entitled to the peaceful enjoyment of his possessions’. We presume that 
the parishioners of Abbots Ripton and Wennington are also entitled to this basic human 
right. We would like to also strongly object to the ‘blanket’ nature of this license, the fact 
that there appears to be no limit to the number of events throughout the year and that 
this license has no end date. Even a large established festival such as Glastonbury has a 
license end date. If the proposed events do not go well in terms of the parish our 
understanding is that there is simply no turning back with this type of application. Traffic 
has always been a major issue for our parish (our roads are already used as rat runs) and 
traffic is routinely discussed at every Parish Council meeting. The roads in our parish 
many of which are failing are unsuitable for the tens of thousands of extra vehicles 
(including heavy goods vehicles) that will result from this application if it is approved. It 
seems totally incongruous that this application has been submitted when the parish is 
working so hard to try and alleviate the traffic issues in the parish. Finally, we have 
conducted two Parish Plans in the parish (one in 2005 and the second in 2016). With 
both Parish Plans there was wide consultation with parishioners. In terms of ‘dislikes’ 

13 April 2023 



parishioners had strong views on the amount of traffic going through the parish and the 
state of our roads. In terms of ‘likes’ a large majority of parishioners said they treasured 
the right to be living in a quiet and peaceful parish and the peaceful nature of the parish 
should be preserved at all costs. If this license application is approved it would suggest 
that doing a Parish Plan is a completely futile activity and the views of the community 
amount to nothing. 

 

 

 


